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60D E6NS (UILJ60BBI0 Eo@led RIHINME2IW KIV &lo6t8 6RWloM)" e@AM ‘o &lmile’
oM aSEM ‘Assembly’ ‘@p  oeNIEl adMIM OO 6l ONEEH3MOY.

al3olo mdwaomuled m3ilad aleoe @lezal2mBRIN6BE KJV Dogiiol mdmaila falwol
@Alee3mMoNE 230mMEPOUIE 23(@226N) RAEWIW ‘Assembly’ oM alBo Dalc@IEN 253
8830, olon] ol el EX®IANNM MMMV MGG QMIWIEIMMIVWI
‘Ecclesia’ - ‘Church’ @@l RIHI00 @0 6)21Q6meaam @IS Ml G ofle3mMmIV 2l@(@0o
MISH O CISOM3M].

G060 230T (AISYRINEIBE DHAOHQELJId6
1. Acts 19:32 “The assembly was confused, and most of them did not know why

they had come together.
2. Acts 19:39 “But if you have any other inquire to make, it shall be determined in

the lawful assembly”.
3. Acts 19;41 “And when he had said these things, he dismissed the assembly”.
RIaHMEOIAAI alloni

EMORAOOM Mo HEBMICaIINA!, 203 o1301Q M2 AISYRINREI® (HLHINISNIWV
“PSIMIW, ‘2l@al” oM BIHINDE0 AW OIEISHIMI. OBIaN@EMo Acts 7:38. “...that was
in the church in the wildernesses”. a!9QMWAOUN® B63 'al@g]” 9BIVNGIMIL aPMO
M2306 aPLNAUGSNT0 CIIRYAIW BMMIEMELD. @RI 1YVMY2 WI(MIEV®, HOBRM
Om@ (ilglgly cuAONGLNaSMIo OHBUOTINNG MIMRMAUIAWIEIM]. Do@lad B
(ME20Q NKJV. 0l(MicQ@d 2moolend &iseon ‘2@’ apio, NIV '@o  ofnigl ago
002H2 02Q0EEHIM]. GREBHMWIOMEIT o0IOSIET Do@ldd BIHINNEEIR
AV, KIV ‘oI’ opm ansslom ‘al@s]’ @pel omQw] 0dmefla fawol6lengmy
oD 8MIGH0. SAdOTYMMIVII alwdeazm eawd.mil.all. emienil eD(ale:IGe o) YImIM].
‘Dol BIHIMBo MSOONWEIM AYBOIS0BSE 2@ oM AWISH 20(@0 DaleWIEEH
meam HRWloM’ EIRVIAN AISMAIY HTBIM 6&ISOMIE3M]I”" [Basic Bible Doctrine-
Page 152] Hamilton Smith &(al&J00 ol0@3M]. “In Tyndale’s translation of the New
Testament, the basis of the Authorised Version, the Greek word is rightly translated by the
work ‘Congregation’, but in our authorized version of 1611, King James for political reason,
insisted that the ecclesiastical word ‘church’ should be used, and the revised version has
unfortunately retained the word. In the New Translation by the late J.N. Darby, the world
‘assembly’ is used, and beyond question that is the simple and proper translation.”
(The Assembly Page 2) @8 ol0@3M® Tyndale BIHIMMGo 'oPGIMIW o QISEHOM
‘Congregation’ (B, MENBMo) oMM BIHIMMGBo oW MEIW@ of. W. 161103
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&lo608 ORWloM’ (©I01) ‘Church’ af)M QIS ale@IGIENIUIM & Mall©nEWIV]
@3M3. M3SAMZ QUM RIHIMEEIBE D o) Ole3OTIWlae®el3e, &domymmilwlwlad
all®engm 6m.o0ad. widmil (Brethren ®AI23001021 GYRJal®ISOMIB BRIWD) DD
WSHOM AUBHRE SV &)U @B bRl oM BIHIMMEo 62 OIEISHIM].

L

“@gnlwieenm’”, “«imlw” maleRas nympmo «Hw?

HOIOMOWINSH BRSIMAIMOTIG ‘al@g]’ aRM AUISH BOF ML) AUISHE oA Mo
ERAMA20603ame). (0186 RIHWIM ‘21@gl” oM SO 23elalR0 ‘©:301WICLNIM”
a)MIEN. ERO1OM ERAMN0 ‘GAOMINNEM®” aPMNIET. oPHMIT 20MIW 16:1808 SE@MIQT
06000 "60IM oDOM oPSIMIV alaml@ze” admien. [I will build my ‘ekklesia’] 8]
(l6)® RMANRIO0 BOIMOTIRIZ RIHWIRIZ0 Alotd@TEIZo RIGIV@E mlango allglgl]
eAOIEENO S0 aPMIWIRIM3. @REEI. 15:14@8 al0QWIMMIEINE! ‘OB @O MI2
OOIMY RIOISSIE WMo BEZ RMOOD oSIOMIOSIOAIM.." AT “al@o]” s al0
wlemu@ am 1enseeym 863 Elolulegpwleiimy GRMeOm NMo WIEHHIMINN D
AE0}B08 OWBOSHITEIGIMO oNIMO HITE OM DHOIOL GRAONYGIMEIRE am

1e1&326LD.

OIMIBA oD@, eMIGMNT PYIMIMO VR (SIMMI GILIRISAIVWERICY B0
'“DZIMIQ oM WISHHIG GRAMA l3ERINAM 2llMMINOIG836S CeGEUIM am e
wlezmj.

“By the time of Christ the term ‘ekklesia’ was well known throughout the civilised
world. To the gentile, it was the city assembled; to the Jew it was the gathering of God’s
people in a public assembly”. aDIMIalNENMIG HWNFBOM Mol o{lSEOMIB0 HOBMIR
MO &ISIAUEOAMIe, QAUMOM MoslMUl gllSEOMIBo aISEMOTIE Ailel gl Col@o6
Odi§ 8O3 &3S0 oMo 'wPHIMIW oM UISEHMITE BRAMA2ISHIM].

‘Church’ o ASEOMSN30 9] I8 oPYIOIMO King James M@ 98010QMI0 AUBOE
MARIEYHHEVVW BEF (SIMOIW alB (al8WIOo o)MIA6M. “It is a most unfortunate ren-
dering which has become an inescapable part of English christian vocabulary because of'its
use in the King James Version”. [The New Testament Chuch Organization-Page 22, 23].

Adolph Deissmann ©606M al0@3mM3 The first scattered congregations of Greek Speaking
Christians up and down the Roman Empire Spoke of themselves as a “[convened]
assembly’”’; at first each single congregation was so called, and afterwards the whole body of
christians everywhere was spoke of collecterly as the [convened] assembly. That is the most

literal translation of the Greek word ‘Ekklesia’. This self bestowed name rested on the

certain conviction that God has separated from the world His “saints” in Christ, and had
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“called” or “convened” them to an assembly which was “God’s assembly”, “God’s muster”,
because God was the convener (Light from ancient east-Page 112).

oD@ al060IO8, 2NlM06ES ald® (SIMOIY (K108 AlwPMIGE © 6868 e M
‘@rmosDfl oM (ilglglle3mM3. BRHRH2I0LH FEREMOMIARES BO3 MEOY @ o6l oI
allglglgodeige ollmls 6200m200W30 Alglenedisy. 0eBMe A(@o MIADMIVIGSHZM
EHOMEOUNLIIES &ISEBWE oNINIOSINEZ0 @B o6l aPMIEM EROIWOEESENBOY. &IB6Mo
@RAIAG HORUOEMITE 230 AflEll3 CAUROIFLON®ISNEIET, HOBAUOTIONG EIS206M).

a3mAdxinimo a&I6m MOYERLD - 20206RED

alOOMIMal@o MIQIENENOTY @1)@oBOTIM HOBMo P 9IEMTailg) (sruB06M - Al afle
@IGIM &35] CRIGOTIM] NIIWAISH BREME0 200 EIRSINLIMIVIGIM] &S] Qe
UISDBH6 MI2SEEMo H21W® HOFIMI @O (UEIOWHE0IEN ‘21@9lMF ald@0 ‘@ 6Dl
oM ANElEn301MIB8 19WHMEILIJ0 aljTNVOIV (aI6WI0. B AIENIGE MArIIBE
@RAMOOYOPIMo ERAIASHT MMIVT ¢enIIWI20WIRZMZ. @B 2MISIMAIMOTE (VR
AWM al0WIMOT BR H&SISANLIMI0, BRF MorRISMWALIMI, 20M3HS (llwadmell
H830 215H0353SB32081M30 2M 12NNV BRI SdamIiale mzailewramlan weol
QI REHIGHORSUA IS UM BT B35226M (aP&IMIQ BREOLIEITE @R  o6)l) ad
a0 @6m830s LINMOTITE &3S] &Iemlel3 MAN]. @REAI. 11:22, 14:27...

(601060 DaleBASISHMIO 2L BREMS0 BABICIMISHBI0 MY MOYo 2M AN
Wle3m3 H.G. Mackey @30S QSN0 IO 608 DD BINo @RAUMIMHB06S, “Tak-
ing into consideration the modern connotation of the word “Church” as previously
discussed, it would seem that “assembly” is the preferable translation of ekklesia,
as more nearly approximating the meaning of that Greek word, when referring to
the gathering together of believers in christ” (Assembly distinctives Page 10)
@RAMNIE, “Church” “alds]” oM QSOOI DENILION oD HERBISNZMZ o)
alGlERIW 90 oD0IOIEMBIo “ekklesia” "aP MW" o LM Wiy mdmadla
‘@p  ofnfl’ a3 @OMWIET - UIOMBSISNORISAURINS BB H3S0. HIEUM MIATE al@o
QUAH6EBE@ “Assembly” "@n  o6Df” o« Cal@I@E, ERONONY WINIAMA EROMA. HUBHE:IEN
Mo aPATIM MAFOS SAOMINL BREIEN 2/QITM 260163 Cal@lM3 Y] 2001 HHISIHNEMo?
aBOOBLI0 MEOTILIIES BR3 MIAFJaOlS GRoO1SIROTIMICAUNS MAWINS @RSIMAIMal
0200 8alCRREIRW wlfMWo OAlg] CRNGOTINM 23MIOG 260063 MAIRIVWAIW Mo
20606ME2? MAF6S ollMISHMIB D5 ERONEIS@ Mo CRRIEHNEMEAI? DM EHNILl0 @RA]
Qfle)W2wIeamI BREMI MMYo ERAIGINISI0 GBI 209130 2IIOSIEE HOJICLIENT Baldd]
QUIMBB GO} OBJ2C2I? (NN, 6:4-6; 10:26, 27; 2 alB(@I. 2:20-22. Mo P} Qilea)mil
893MI? o0 alOllen3mM3? ERONLIES 23LUNAM? oDMT HIQEIRW OORNl MAIHE)

6126 MEeS. http://gracepeace.net/life/church3.htm
(863 MIOD alludEmMo)
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KNOW THE FACTS...

The events that led for brethren in the Angamaly town assembly to file a case
were due to various troubles from those visitors at the Bar coupled by repulsions
from the bar authorities after multiple requests. The Communist Govt. of Kerala
during those days licensed this Bar based on the fact that brethren assemblies
were not to be identified as Christian Churches. This order took shape when the
law of the land forbids a Bar in the proximity (80m) of a place of worship (court
ruling to be attached). There were lot confusions around the Angamaly Town
Brethren Assembly — bar case. Very soon the Angamaly issue was taken up to
the state level by some ‘believers’ with television Channel like Surya TV exclusive,
responses from brethren convenor, ‘Brethren SABHA' treasurer, the head office
being at Kumbanad, 1200 assemblies, 400,000 members, smemg (10666030

.. we will retaliate in the next upcoming panchayat election... there goes the
list!!!

[details of website videos can be made available on request, some of them are

below]

SAMPLE VIDEOS can be found at the below internet address:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KPYYulVPzFQ&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i99Mj2iyxdA&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8fTJcM7Sp9I&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ejWymi8ll4&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03QpPLCKRTw&feature=related

Several Meetings were called at Kumbanad, Tiruvalla, as a mark of protest and
finally a ‘state’ level meeting was summoned at Kumbanad on October 8, 2010
by ‘ad-hoc’ committee in spite of disjoint expressed by many brothers even at
the meeting that represented the ‘centre’s’ formulated by BCCC — adhoc
committee. The Media Chief of BCCC published the edited videos of the October
8, 2010 meeting and never responded when many brothers asked to publish
the full video on the threads that announced these postings. You may find that
even in these edited videos you can notice some of the brothers openly opposing
this organizational move. How can BCCF publish that it was unanimously agreed
to move forward with an organization when there was disagreement as seen in
the internet links below:-

Part 8 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2d3LLPMhZCw] - At the 5:59th minute
of this video, Br. M A Joy, Thrissur expressed the doubt that a legal set up which
will have unforeseen deviations in the future.

Part 9 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w7czjl2L7Lg] - At the 1:51st minute of
this video, Br. V K Mathew, Mannarathara clearly mentions the danger of the
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committees among brethren now even though he wish to be a part of the advisory
committee, need be.

Part 10 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-37B7f5RSQ] - At the 1:10th minute
of this video, Br. Sabu Mathew from Idukki is presenting Idukki's response
against a committee - If that was the reponse of ‘Idukki centre’ - How did Evg. V.
M. Paul become the new representative when BCCF was formed - a fraud play?

Part 10 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-37B7f5RSQ] - At the 2:08th minute
of this video, Br. George Mathew, Calicut points out the fallacy of ‘Church’ as
mentioned here and at the 3:25th minute, he also adds the danger of yet another
a Committee - another response from assemblies at Kozhikode; Interesting to
note that George Mathew is not there in BCCF committee and M A Thomas is the
new name - What was the fraud play here?

Part 10 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-37B7f5RSQ] - At the 4:25th minute
of this video, Br. Kunju Thomas from Adoor points out that Adoor assemblies
would not like yet another group with units from Kasargod to Parasaala; And
later Thomas K. Thomas who represent Adoor centre in BCCF, adhering to the
response of Adoor Assemblies?

Part 11 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lrUXQIPORw] - At the 0:10th minute
of this video, Evg. George Peter, Chittoor expresses the danger of a so-called
committee to deal with issues among the Brethren.

Part 11 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0lrUXQIPORw]- At the 1:50th minute
of this video Br. K. M. George from Kumbanad (Paramel Assembly) explains
the concern among Assemblies in and around Kumbanad on a new Committee;
His response is edited in this video. The next BCCF meeting had a different set
of representatives for Kumbanad including the secretary, what a guile?

Part 11 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o0lrUXQIPORw]- At the 7:42nd minute
of this video, Br. K V Thomas speaking on behalf of Karukachal/Mallappally
Assemblies speaks that they are not in favour of a committee.

Part 11 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lrUXQIPORw]- At the 9:17th minute
of this video, Br. Mathai Varghese speaking on behalf of 60+ Trivandrum
Assemblies speaks that they are not in favour of a committee.

Part 13 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KiGharH4Y0w] - At the 0:09th minute
of this video, Br. C C John Kollam is exposing the disagreement of assemblies
in and around Kollam in formation of a Committee.

Part 14 [http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QI2AYoLoYTE] - At the 4:58th minute
of this video, Convenor of AD-Hoc Committee claims that assemblies are in
favour and those aginast and the new Samithi is to be required. On what basis?
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All the ones that responded against as well as all those who were absent for
this meeting are FOOLS? Why was it made as a mockery on them? This is foul
play that can be seen only in politics and third rate groupisms in the world.

These are very few ones that are identified in the reported videos. If BCCF and its
media chief will publish the full part of this meeting on October 8th, we will find
a lot more manipulations in the October 8th meeting itself that led to the formation
of BCCF... Now isn'’t it a truth that Kerala brethren assemblies and believers are
betrayed by an organization and certain human ideologies?

A facebook report by the media chief of the so called committee on the above
meeting was published [details of scanned copy of the report, and videos can
be made available on request]

“Close to 1200 Brothers form Brethren Churches in Kerala (India) prayerfully
came together today, the 8th October 2010 at Kumbanad (Kerala) to discuss the
legal problems that Brethren Churches have been facing lately. The meeting
started with Dr. OM Samuel as the Chairman. Several senior brothers, church
leaders, and Bible teachers were present on the stage with him. The meeting
started with a presentation of what it is and what it is not. The problems faced by
the church at Angamally, the arrest of brothers in several places in Kerala during
witnessing, and similar problems were presented. The brothers discussed the
problems in 26 groups and the majority was of the opinion that a collective work
needs to be done. It was also felt that the assemblies need to get more information
about all the legal formalities that the government now expects them to fulfill
under the changed laws.”

The meeting is claimed to be a when assemblies all over kerala decided to
select a committee and ‘legal experts’ for BRETHREN CHURCHES.

These are the frequently asked questions in the event of this incident and
formation of an organization BCCF which ultimately led to the official ‘magazine’
of brethren CHURCHES - ‘Indian Brethren’. Any believer in Christ would have
these queries echoing in their mind. We had posted these queries and were
answered by some of our brothers.
1. Do we need an organization to represent the ‘CHURCH’ to the
Government?
A ‘Church’ or any group of people can be represented by it's authorised
representative(s) to any authority in power of the Govt. If the representative
of the Church is an Organisation, the same can represent the Church with
a legal letter of authority from the Church.
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2. Is there alaw in India that Church representatives from different areas
should for a ‘Fellowship’ and present themselves to the Govt. to get
protection? Or even a confederation of individual assemblies? Is there
a law in India or any states that acknowledges to this effect? Please
provide more insight.

The Churches in India are broadly divided as Episcopal and Non-Episcopal
churches. An Episcopal church will be having a human head ( Bishop, Arch
Bishop etc.) and hierarchical heads under that supreme leader and possess a
head quarters. The word of the supreme leader will be binding on all the
members of the Church.

Non Episcopal churches on the other hand do not have a hierarchy of Bishops
and one supreme leader in that designation. But the majority of them, like many
of the Pentecostal churches, have elected heads for their churches. They may
be known as President, Chairman, Chief Pastor etc. Elections are held and the
mandate given by the believers are final. However, for selection of the Chief,
different non-episcopal churches use different methods.

Unlike the above two categories of churches, all the other local non-
denominational churches (like brethren assemblies) are independent entities.
However, there is no distinction between all these categories of Churches as
there exist no law which constrains any worship places including Christian
Churches to register before any authority of the Govt. As a matter of fact, it may be
surprising to know that no church in the land of Kerala could register as a
Church because there is no Act which provides that kind of Registration. However
the majority of mainline Churches as well as some other ‘churches’ have
registered as a Charitable and Religious Trust as per the aims and objectives
of the Church.

Hence it may be clear that no registration is needed for gathering as local
assemblies in their respective areas in Kerala. However, if a Confederation or

Fellowship of all the Brethren Assemblies( local churches ) has to be formed
and to be registered as a Trust, we may have to traverse through the same
path of the Episcopal Churches who have already registered as Trusts.

To sum up, if the ‘denomination’ ‘Brethren Church’ ( if it is the totality of all
Brethren Assemblies in Kerala ) has to register as a charitable religious Trust,
either it has to become ‘episcopal’ in its status or ordain( select ) a leader in
each of its Assemblies by a designation ( say Pastor or Elder ) and then elect the
chief leader for all the brethren Assemblies in Kerala by a designation ( say
President or Bishop ) and decide about a Headquarters ( Registered Office )
for this Church. These factors are essential for Registration.
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3. Should we change ourselves from ‘local assemblies’ to BRETHREN
CHURCH to avoid persecution from Govt. and Anti-social elements?

From the above, it may kindly be noted that no name change from ‘Assembly’ to
‘Church’ will avoid any persecution from any quarters.

4. Do we need an Organization for Legal Experts as a whole ‘CHURCH’ —
Brethren Sabha?

Whether we need an Organisation or larger co-ordination of all Churches, the
same have to be decided by our local assemblies and its believers. As a Bible
believer, | do not think there exist any combination of local assemblies formed
together in some common name and have a unified leader (s). In the Bible, we
see only a local congregation of God’s children gather in a particular place
which is known as the local assembly at that particular place.

5. If Govt. acknowledges us will that be the only way that we will be free
from persecution and similar incidents at Angamaly?

Govt. do not recognise or derecognize any place of worship including any large
main line Churches. As discussed earlier, if we come under the paramaters of
a Trust, we can register as a Trust. Again, by doing a registration we are not
getting a recognition from the Govt. At Angamaly, nothing spectacular has
happened. Whatever happened, it is taking place in many areas, everywhere in
India, in some form or other with regard to Christian faith.

6. It seems that there is a ruling already from the Supreme Court of
India recognizing Christian groups even without Clergy, formal place of
worship, Cross, Images of ‘gods’ and so on? Can you provide more details on
that ruling?

Just like Political parties or Educational Institutions are recognized by the Govt.,
there exist no formal recognition from the Executive or from the Judiciary as
regards Churches or for that matter any Place of Worship is concerned. However,
to your query | have to reply that | have not seen or heard about any such purported
ruling.

7. If local assembly changes its name to ‘BRETHREN CHURCH’ will the
Govt. acknowledge it? Will the judiciary of India acknowledge us? Will the
persecutors acknowledge us?

No, | already replied the above queries in my previous answers.

8. Or should we also follow the clergy system adopted by ‘ArchBishop’
M A THOMAS (EMI) and ArchBishop Dr. KP YOHANNAN (Believers Church)?
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It is for the totality of all ‘Verpadu’ believers to decide whether we should follow
any other system contrary to what we were observing and teaching so far, in the
light of the revealed scripture. If we enblock decide for the new system, we
should be prepared for an explanation to our innocent believers why we are
leaving the old teaching(?) and embracing the new one.

9. After October 8 meeting, the media chief reported on facebook that
there is a law prevailing in the state of kerala for Churches to be registered.
Is there a law in the state of Kerala that all Christian groups that gather for
worship and other Christian activities need to be registered?

As already stated, | am not aware of any law stipulating the churches in Kerala
to be registered. However, in the event that such kind of a legislation is
enacted in the Kerala Legislative Assembly, it will stipulate that all worship
places of all religions/ faiths have to be registered with the local Govt.

10. Newly constructed assembly halls should be registered under the
government? Please give more details.

No, Already replied.

1. Does Christian DENOMINATIONS need to be registered? For eg. A
Marthoma church at Kumbanad needs to be registered?

Even though there exist no law to the effect that Churches are to be registered in
Kerala, almost all Episcopal churches are registered as a Charitable and
Religious Trust.( A church cannot be registered as a Church because there is
no law governing that kind of registration). This is done in their self interest and
not under the constraints of the law of the land. It is needless to state that all
these Trusts have to file Income Tax Returns after fulfilling the prescribed
formalities of law including the audit of accounts of their Income and expenditures.
Since these Churches have enormous wealth, for the purpose Income Tax
benefits, registration becomes a sheer necessity. For the second part of your
question, usually a denominational church at a certain place is not registered,
but the church as a denomination (all the churches under that) is registered on
a common name and head quarters as a Trust. The details of that kind of
registration is described in Qn-2.

12. How does a Charitable trust go by the fact that the local assembly is
the body of Christ?

Believers of that Local Assembly should discern it according to the wisdom and
leading from God.
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13. Does Indian Constitution allow us to gather in any place for worship?

Constitution of India gives us freedom of religion in India. Every person has that
fundamental right guaranteed under Article 25 of the Nation’s constitution.
Accordingly, every citizen of India has a right to profess, practice and propagate
their religion peacefully of his choice. Hence the answer to the question is
affirmative.

14. Do we need a formal registered place for Worship — like a Church
Building?
No, Already discussed

15. Another opinion prevailing and that came up on October 8™ was that
Churches need be registered as Charitable society. Is there a need to register a
local assembly in a panchayat/village/municipality?

No, Already discussed

16. Will there be any concessions if the local assembly is registered as
a charitable society?

Here nobody is giving any concessions to anybody with or without registration.
Since churches normally donot come under the preview of a ‘Society’, they are
registered as a Religious & Charitable Trust.

17. A memorandum of association is to be filed and bylaws to be created
in accordance to that. Who are the governing officers then? Who should be
the Chairman, President, Vice president, Secretary? How do you map this
office to the structure of an assembly mentioned in the Epistles?

If ‘the Brethren Church’ ( in its totality of all the local assemblies in Kerala) has
to be registered as a ‘Trust’ or any ‘body’ as per it's aims and objectives, then
there has to be a Trustee or a handful of Trustees who should be elected (
selected ) by all the members of the unified Brethren Church. Apart from the
office bearers, there has to be a Head quarters ( Regd. Office ) and the assets
and liabilities of the said ‘Church’ has to be notified. The last part of the question,
I am leaving to God’s wisdom imparted in you, as a child of God.

18. Give an account of the other liabilities if a local assembly follows this
path like filings of financial statements?

All the mandatory provisions of the law concerning the Registration will have to
be adhered by the Registered body.

19. Is the governing body working on the base of majority (2/3 or 3/4*)?
If so, what if the above member ratio decides to boycott the registered body?
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Let us not go to the basic responsibilities of Registered body. That discussion
is out of place at this juncture. The legal dept. of the body will automatically see
that all those provisions are upheld.

20. Should local assemblies be governed by a hierarchical structure?
Orls it just enough to pretend ourselves to the Government?

May be decided by the totality of all believers of the local brethren assemblies
using the wisdom from God.

21. Should we have an organized centre and individual local assemblies
electing representatives to that centre?

NO. The bible doesn’t teach that.

22, Where should be the Registered Office of this local assembly? Is it
an Assembly Hall? If so How can a local assembly register itself if it doesn’t
have an assembly hall?

| think our fellowbelievers in the various local assemblies have the wisdom to
adopt our Lord’s commands and the Apostles teachings in this.

23. What are the legal options for a local assembly if persecuted? Of
course considering the fact that they abide by God’s word and look up to our
Lord for a solution. Still, do we have an option to reach the executive, judiciary,
parliament, state and so on? Please provide details of each.

As regards getting Govt. protection, any citizen of this country or any group of
citizens, if he/she/they are unjustly offended/abused/persecuted either physically
or mentally, legal remedies are available equally for all of them. For availing this
remedy there is no distinction , whatsoever, for any type of individuals or groups
( registered body of the people or a non-registered body of a group of people ).
Registration will not further give any type of immunity either to persecuted or
to the perpetrators.

Having said this, let me also add the following as a food for thought. The fact of
the matter is that no sudden contingency has occurred all on a sudden to register
one and all of our churches or as a unified Church. There is no law which has
come into force in the recent past either in the land of Kerala or in India in
general for debating about such kind of unscriptural action from the part of
some of our brothers. | am sure no born again verpadukaran who has learnt the
basic doctrine of the Church ( Universal as well as the local) can go back to the
denominational ‘Unified Church’ pattern ( read the Brethren Church ) and worship
there in Spirit and in Truth. And what for? What is the compelling reason? By
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doing that, if our hidden agenda is that we want to show our might numerically to
the people in authority, how many are the sum total of all of us? When compared
to the other Episcopal and non-Episcopal churches who are representing
millions of people, we have to accept that we are a negligible minority. This is
not an unknown fact.

24. Amidst persecution is it scriptural to adopt influential measures
with any Govt., legal body or go to a court for a resolution? As a local assembly,
what can we do in the midst of persecution?

Persecution from within, from the part of our own people, we can call up on the
name of our Lord with a genuine burden in our heart and specially pray for them
and plead with Him to bring them back to the Bible and to the eternal Word.
Persecution from without viz. from the world can easily be won once the Lord
give victory to the first battle. | see that God has given you, young people,
adequate spiritual strength and inner stamina to stand for His truth and His
bride, the Church. Hence | am sure that God’s Word and the Holy Spirit will give
you and all of us God’s wisdom to show our mettle in the midst of this chaos
and hostile environment.

The above questions were answered by
Raju M. Koshy, M.Sc., L.L.B., PG( Human Rights)
Ernakulam.

Conclusion: When one of us responded to the news on a facebook thread
announcing the birth of BCCF and new ruling in Kerala state by its media chief,
the response was like this (Sorry that we cannot provide a internet link here as
this thread was deleted by the owner the very next day)

“.... you are reacting without information. You seem to have no information that
government has recently made it compulsory for churches to register and get an
NOC from the collector.”

Some of the local assemblies may have been subjected to this shudder by
BCCF and changing their names and registering themselves as an organization
post October 8, 2010. It is our earnest desire that local assemblies should be
aware of the fact that a ‘bar’ or a ‘restaurant’ license at some corner of the
nation should not be our mandate to compromise on the fundamental doctrine
of the body of Christ.
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CHURCH CONFEDERATION-RIGHT OR WRONG
—By Br. Michael Browne, U K.
http://keralabrethrenassembly.com/phpbb/viewtopic.php?f=5&t=11
(An Adaptation from the Book Church Confederation Right or Wrong? by Michael
Brown, U K)

Argument against the need for ‘Confederation of Local Assemblies’ in India.

This is an argument opposing the current agitation for the “Confederation” of
independent local churches in India — in order, as its exponents feel, to present
a forceful united voice to Government authorities in face of renewed religious
persecution

The Growing persecution of Christians across international boundaries in
country after country is currently a major concern in both the local Christian
communities and the whole global Christian profession. Tape, harassment,
and martyrdom has raised its ugly head gain in Indian where only a few years
ago Australian missionary Graham Stains was incinerated alive with his two
little sons by Hindu fanatics in the state of Orissa.,. In the same Orissa State
within the past year anti-Christian violence has flared up again with scores of
Christian Churches being torches and Christian slaughtered for forced to deny
their faith!

What should be the attitude of Christians towards this on going oppression?
Why has it happened and what is the Christian response?

In the nature of assemblies seeking to follow New Testament principles, they
have no confederated voice or energy. They appear insignificant and irrelevant
to both national and local authority where in any given location they are simply
one small religious group—easily overlooked and marginalized!

Because of this there are brethren among Indian assemblies who sincerely feel
that independent autonomous, local churches are by reason for their autonomous
status too vulnerable and stand isolated in their individual entities. They need
an authoritative corporate voice to be able to call for protection from actualphysical
attack, and financial support for legal representation in cases of unjust
litigation. So the case of some kind of confederation is presented as an answer
to this very real predicament. But while a ‘confederation’ of isolated and
independent local churches may appear to be the logical and human answers
to the problem, is it the spiritual and biblical answer?

No Confederation of Churches seen anywhere in Scripture.
It is significant that in the face of the severest persecution of the early Church
age, represented historically by the early letter to the seven churches (Rev. 2: 2),
the churches are still seen in their individual entities as far as the Lord of the
churches is concerned! No confederation of the churches is suggested by
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scripture anywhere, as a response to persecution. The ‘seven churches’ were
always that- seven individual lampstands on their own individual bases!

The fact of harassment, persecution and martyrdom is explicit and actual in
Christian communities across continents and nations in our present day world.
The apostle Peter forewarned the Christians in all generations not to thin it
strange should fiery trails beset them. “Beloved, thin it not strange concerning
the fiery trial which is to try you... but rejoice, inasmuch as you are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings; that, when His glory shall be revealed you may be glad also
with exceeding joy” (1 Peter 4: 12-13).

Heavenly wisdom, instruction and strong consolation from the Bible await the
believer who is counted worthy to suffer for Christ’'s sake. The Christian,
illuminated by Holy Scripture, knows that the ‘secret power of lawlessness’ (2
Thessalonians 2:7) has been working in opposition to God in the world from
apostolic days, and part of that ‘mystery’ is the bitter persecution leveled against
the testimony of God through an alienated world system controlled by one
malicious master-mind.

John says of that wicked one, “and we know that we are from God, and the whole
world lies in the power [control] of the Evil One” (1 John 5:19 ESV)

The Christian’s Warfare is Spiritual NOT Carnal

The Apostle Paul elaborates even further when he writes to the church at
Ephesus, “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rules
of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places” (Ephesians 6:12). So the biblical view about all those who persecute
the disciples of Christ is that they are spiritually blinded and deceived by
fallen, supernatural spirit power. Against these the Christian engages in a
spiritual warfare.

He knows the deceived human (flesh and blood) channels of persecution are
not the real foes in this warfare. The screaming mob, the threatening crowd, the
beatings, the stones, the fire — all this evidence of satanic activity, and the human
channels are viewed by a compassionate Christianity as subject for prayer,
tolerance and pity. "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke
23:34).

So the answer to persecution is never seen in scripture as a show of corporate
strength by the local churches. Christ did not allow Peter’s sword (Matthews.
26:51-54) for protection when he had legions of angels poised to defend Him. And
that is the Christian’s recourse still today, not the arm of the flesh in confederated
energy upon earth, but reliance upon the unseen but the real spiritual powers in
heaven — come what may, and complete submission to the permissive will of
God in the circumstance whatever that may be (Dan. 3:16-18)!

L GD |



Meek Submission NOT Retaliatory Force or Church Confederation

It is this meek submission is face of sever persecution even unto martyrdom
that breaks the heart of the persecutor! IT wasn'’t a forceful confederated group
of churches that moved Saul of Tarsus! It was the sight of Stephen kneeling there
amidst that hail of murderous stones (Acts 7:59-60), and praying and crying with
a loud voice, “Lord, lay not this in to their charge” that broke his heart! It was
those forgiving words that so tortured Saul day and night even after, and brought
him eventually to repentances and salvation. That an innocent man of such
noble bearing soul, in the very act of being ruthlessly murdered by such a hate-
filled rabble, both intercede for them and pray for their forgiveness, stabbed
knives into his conscience! So it is still today! There is a real sense in which
meekness and non-resistance to evil is a greater moral persuader than vengeful
retaliatory force or the power of church confederation could even be! In the spiritual
realm of Christian ethics as taught and exemplified by our Lord Jesus Christ, it
most certainly is.

Far better than a move to federation in face of persecution and discrimination, is
the scriptural appeal to prayer and committal of our cause to God. In hisFirst
Epistle Peter writes of the example left to us by Christ, “Who, when He was
reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, He threatened not; but committed
Himself to Him that judgeth righteously” (1 Pewter 2:23).

This is the Christian’s recourse in the face of persecution, harassment, injustice
and terrorization. Wrong is wrong and evil is evil. He does not condone the
wickedness done to him because he refuses to resist it. He does what the
disciples of John the Baptist did when Herod cruelly beheaded their defenseless
and righteous leas, when they had buried his body, “they went and told Jesus”
(Mathew 14:12). So our recourse still is to “tell Jesus”. The Christian commits
his cause to Him that judgeth righteously. God the righteous Jude will avenge
His persecuted saint in due course in that, “day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God; who will render to every man according to his deeds”

(Romans 2:5). The Christian way is to leave the outcome of injustice slander,
persecution and all evil done, to God, the judge of all, and pray for their
persecutors (Luke 23:34).

This is not to prejudice the Christian’s right to appeal, and legitimately, to his
Civil and Constitutional rights vis-a-vis unlawful actions against him. Both Paul
(Acts 22:25-29), and the Lord Himself (John 18:23), drew attention to unlawful
actions made against them. Paul also appealed to his citizenship rights under
Roman law (Acts 25:10-12). That is not however, in the same category as a
humanly conceived plan to confederate the assemblies in order to gain official
recognition of our plight!
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Individual appeal to Constitutional rights is allowable, both as a deterrent to
and safeguard against further unlawful harassment or hurt, and to emphasize
the legal and moral guilt of the persecutor. Often our Indian believers have
repeatedly stood their ground when publicly harassed by the extremist group
seeking to intimidate them and force them to cease witnessing. They have
courageously appealed to their legitimate constitutionally guaranteed religious
freedom to practice and propagate their faith; they have also sought the protection
of the police whose duty it is to uphold the State Constitution and protect its
citizens when their Constitutional rights are infringed. Often, however, they have
been arrested by the very authority who ought to have protected them, on the
ground that it was they, who by their proclamation of the Gospel were offering a
provocation and thus disturbing the peace! In such a case they have done their
duty by the law, and from that moment are cast upon the Providence of God for
justice and protection, and may go no further by way of retaliation or confederated
action.

Division!

This whole proposal if pursued will inevitably divide the Indian assemblies from
top to bottom, and make havoc of what has been a great work of God. Let our
Indian local assemblies by duly warned, and refuse to shift from the truths
and principles of local church autonomy they have received as a legacy from
their spiritual father. It has proved a blessing up to now- and our prayer is it
will continue so to be as we honor God by submitting to His holy and inspired
Word. Amen and Amen!
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“The ideal of a congregational church is a group of believers in chirist conscious that
they called by Him out of wordly life to live in fellowship with Him and with one another in
somemn meetings. They believe their Lord is in the midst of them guiding them by his spirit.
Thus they cannot shubmit their conscience so guided to any out side authority.

Hence such a congregation claims the right to given itself to call its own ministers, to
decide its own membership to decide its own form of worship and to formulate its own

statement of belief if it desires to do so.
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A truly congregational church is therefore one governed by the congregation and by no
outside agency. Ministers in such church are appointed by the congregation the membership
and the form or worship are also decided by the congregation.”
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TRUTH BEHIND THE SCENES
Br. Thomas Abraham, Kuwait

http://keralabrethrenassembly.com/wp/?p=362

the need for this so called CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM is not a new
question that came up with the Angamally Brethren Assembly issue... this has
been around for a few years.... there were a few unsuccessful attempts...its
just that the angamally case came up conveniently for this to happen...
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“ORGANISATION SETUP”
http://www.brethrenet.com/talks/6771858/6
Br. Ninan Samuel, Mylapra
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But beware of false prophels, which come fo you in
sheep's clothing, but within are ravening walves,
fathew 715
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For | kreow this, that there will come in amongst you after my
dapariere ghavaus walves, rat sparing the flock;
ard from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking
perveriad things 1o draw away The disciples aftar tham.
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I have been obliged o write 1o you exhoring [you] 1o contend
earmestly for the faith once delivered to the saints
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| knry By wiorks, that thou 2 neithar cald nor kat; | would thau wer

cold ar hat, Thus because thou art hsewam and neiher cold nar bot,

| am abaut 10 spue thee out of my meuth Because thau sayest, | am

rich, and am grown neh and have nead of nathing, and knowast nod hat
“liau® arl tha wratchad and ke miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:

Revelation 3:15-17
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